Life and Worship.

CHAPTER VIII.

RELIGIOUS IDEAS EXPRESSED IN WORSHIP.

The Unity of the Godhead. This will seem strange to
those who hear of the vast number of deities worshipped
in India; yet there is scarcely any article of faith, on
which they are more agreed. "God is one without a
second/' is a phrase on the lips of every one who
speaks about the deity. They confess that He is the
Creator of all men, whatever their race, colour, and
creed, and that He has made the distinctions between
Hindus and-those of other faiths. They explain their
position in this manner: God is so great that He
cannot be fully expressed by any one being; all the
gods, differing as they do in form and character, repre-
sent a part, but only a small part, of His immensity.
And they have no difficulty in admitting that Jesus
Christ is one of the many partial manifestations of this
Great Being, and Christianity another form of religion
equally good in itself as Hinduism, though not for them.
It is the claim of Christians for the supremacy of Jesus
that offends them; were the Christian teacher to speak
of Him as one of the Avataras, what he advances in
proof of this claim would be freely admitted by most
Hindus. As an illustration of the belief in the unity
of the Godhead, as has been noticed elsewhere, each
deity, in his turn, is extolled as the Supreme, the others